At Play on the Baja Coast

An Organic Weekend Retreat in Cabo San Lucas Gets a Breath of Fresh Air

Interior Desen by SPU Text by Susan Sheehan

LEFT: Friends since college and
partreers in the Santa Manica, Cali-
fornka, design firen SP1, Alison

Palevsky. lefe, and Sarah Shetter

recently rencvated the Cabo San

Luscas, Mexico, weekend houss
== (above) Palewsky shares with her

husband, Alewander.



ABCHE AMD TOP: The designers
had floor-ta-ciling windows in-
stalbed “uo croate a seamless
transition between the lving and
pool areas,” says Shetter. Exist-
ing concrete bangquettes were
extended to ncreasn the seating
area. Donghia print pillow fabric.
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that seem daunting

to the rest of us and transform

these fixer-uppers into beauti-
ful homes.

In 2004 Sarah Shetter and

Alison Paley \.lv'.:.'., who met in

1904 a5 first=yvear spirdents an
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California, set up '-.Jani: as 5P
_]'|r1|r|1||.|1'||,'-',:|| "\.|1:.'_—:i|:| San-
ta Monica. | hat year Alison
Palevsky heard that a four-bed-
room, white-stocco labyrinth-
style house in Cabo San Lucas,
Mesxico, was for sale. She and
her hushand, Alexander, an au-
wmotive journalist known
as Sasha, bought it as a week-
end and h1'li||:|;1'!.' house. Then

she and Shetter began waving
their magic wand of Before
:|1:||.| .-";|.I|:|'.
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:n.i1'_.i:|1 [ =141 r-::u.'L Ie s a 180-
|:|1_';|_rr4_'¢' \"it_'w af {:'_.alf_m'i. I.:'Il'lfll.'ll
stone arches that mark the con-
fluenee of the Sea of Corties and
the Pacific Ocean. “*The site
as worth the purchase
price,” according to Palevsky,

In the pair’s opinion, one of
the house’s principal drawhacks
was the intrusion of rocks into
the house, apparently part of
the original concept. “There
SEre I'hﬂjll.l-l_'rﬁ_'in thl.'.' Il.'a ||'|E.r.|.r!_':|
next to a built-in conerete sofa,
1:1.:1!|:'||-::|||'|

alone

rocks in the maste
behind the buile-in concrere
headboard, a pile of rocks in
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the master bathroom amad sall The white |1|.I'\v.l:r.'r wall he
more rocks nexst o the hot b hind the headboard in the mas-
and in the '-.\'.i|1:||:||il'|'=_' '|.1||-:.1|." wer bedroom became a more
Shetrer VS, “Ir was |'l|:|'||:l|'|=.
4 fice -:'|||'|l.'|.'|1[.. Iian in wasn't i e Lhd L :|| I.lrl'
well executed.” T hey set aboan l'.I-LH.'l-iI'J:__' art. “We'd rather
_L:l:l'.in-:,: rid of the unwanted
ks, “We lived with the roar  art than window treatments, if
cand erz for zeveral  they have o choose™ Shetter

our clienes -.|'r|.'|'|| | r:|L1.';|' an

myanthe” y
A5 2 result of the eliminanon
of rocks ourdoors, the o

il mosaic tbe with an infin-
ity edge, that sccommodares
15; the posol was enlarged and

enhanced in similar fashion.
Where the intrusive rocks

couldn't be sandblasted—in
e mnaster bedroom, for ex

they were plastered over.

savs. The Palevskvs selected
five black-and-whire photo-
graphs of insects by the Brazil-

photogrs ‘ernanido
Laszlo for

s e

cause they're stunning and

RIGHT: Mare roodm fof eher -
ing was gained when the upper
perrac was bevebod, A cradicional
pafopa dhelters a dining area

fram the intense Mexican sun.

The pair sited the news dining area
_'mmw.umgnmn
W, while soll recaineng encugh
,'q:m:emim 10 combortably for
| dinner, Palevsky describes the
| ehairs that she and Sheter de-
| sgned a1 “a cross berween formal

! dining chairs and lounge chairs.”




BEFORE

ABOWE: Freviously a living room.,
the third Aoor was re:nnﬁgurr.-d:
L3 COMPrise a guest suite, a me-
dia room, 3 Feest reom and a
bath. TOP: Pocket doors Separane
the guest suite, lefe. frarm the
media room. RIGHT: A stair leads
to the second-floor master suite.
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also, as Alison Palevsky says,
“because Mexioo is a place with
w0 many strange bugs.”

Casa Tortuga was originally
a casual beach house, lacking
in soch amenities as closers,
The designers reconfigured
the raster bedroomm, 1|||.||I:1_u' a
walk-in closet and L':-.]El.'||:1|1:l1_!.t
the master bath. | e laoer was
putted, its fesar was resurfaced
in limestone, a skvlight was
mstalled, and SP1 designed a
pair of round above-counter
sinks and a two-person rrav-
ertine b, which was carved

in France, for the room.

pe—

FAR LEFT AMD LEFT: "Oine of the
most challenging spaces was the
maseer bath,” Shavter remarks
Exposed rock was sandblasted
aveay, 3 limestone floor was laid,
anvd Cheit STAIF 03 Tha FrEam Show-

er was relocated, as was the

BEFORE

vanity. Waterworks soap dish
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“We've -::lr:l!'l|'||.L‘11.'l.|. a dozen
projects since SPI started in
2004," Palevsky says, “We've
dane offtces and residences in
Mew York and California. The
baggest difference berween Casa
Tortuga and our other projects
is that we were able to experi-
ment a hit more than usual
here. I think a lot of people
might have passed on having a
three-ton tub craned in through
a skylight.” Sherter remarks,
“Sacha let us ke nsks when we
I!'l.'|l !]:u.'_l.' WETE W hu‘hi]l:."

The original house had
been built in two stages. The
first two floors were completed
in 1992; a third story was built
abwae 10 ey later, “ T he third
ﬂn:hr '.1.':|~\.z|'t | \I.II;,'L'\!.'\\." Sher-
ter abserves, They eliminated
a large living room there and
r{'E:-|:|-;'|.'-:! it with a media fosim,
| |__:1.||.1-.I! suite with a :.I..-qu:r.-u-r':..
d [iest PO and a bath. “Vve
wanted the house 1o accom-

modate at least 10 people,”

Palevsky says. “And while Cabo
isn't a place to which people
generally come o work, they
can check their e-mail and play
their 1Tumes.”

The uneven Upper terrace
wis leveled, resurfaced and par-

comittaaed o page 222

ApcvE: "W designed a floating
bed made of local wood, with bil-
lowing Mmalquind RECEng. 10 an-
hance the exotic ambience of the
narw third-floor fal 23 room,” says
Paleveky. LEFT: Pabivaly urd Shat-
LT, rtli:n:lng by the enlarged hot
tush, gave it an infinicy edge
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"There were bQU |der5 in the living area and™ s
rocks next to the hot tub and in the SWIMMING pool”




A FAMILY AFFAIR

frmraed foroer hape 171
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“It’s just a happy accident, really, that
the Father fell in love with the line and
wanted o use it throughout the apart-
iivenit,” Huniford savs. In fact, Sills and
Humnik toy the bosiness of fur-
11ty CCEIVINnE many -\.'.I”H
ahout the streamlined chairs,
tables, sofas and lamps. *People wanted to
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“until one day we
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rior with a light touch

oratve objects are Asian,”

ESIFNETS ACTEsSOEL d the inte
“Maost af the dec-
Sills explains.

The designers were
ever-conscious of the
apartment’s location
as part of a hotel structure
(and infrastructure).

“Chinese bronzes, That drums and th
like—they lend character withouot b

ing insistent.” The daughter did not want
' things, “
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theer el =a-terre, Sills and Huniford made

one bedroom the master, using a single
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The
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Cusioimn r.':||:||-:".|:n.. el white marble and
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anil undercabimet.
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and Hunitord wsed crisp
overhead, sconoe

is the apartment in 2
pnutshell,” sa “Ihitterent
e |.‘|'\._ ||'|‘..'.|_ nent uses, dhifferent e '\-IIl!:
all can find a way to be comiortable, amd
it peace, in a single famihy'’s shared home
way from home.” [

TURKISH REVIVAL
AT REE [roe gl JNK
ETaY: izh i [m|ll if in |.||"|'|I:l.| STirE,

says ]I'll.l ||1. ||‘:_|'|I:'l. IIL'h.jI. slerie My
be one reason that, while there are impor-
tanit ;'\-i-.'. % () ||i-||.'.|.l.. e inDErar never
SEOTTIS |'|||.'I!||. rooas, e |.'.l-|a-..-'|l.|'| house. [t
shonldn't |5-=Jr w1 e |'U. T her L'|.|I aing. o
this end, she hani \.||-.|| some of koog's col-
lectioms, like his Dalian walnoe farninore,
i in particular those
froam the Far East. The space known as the

while fvorng others,
Chinese room—which is devoted, in large
[Eart, to -.iih|l|.'|'. of terra-cots and ceramic
figures and vessels—might have begn
dreary, given the many monochromatic,
if exquisite, wares, so Ther amped up the
TR % COA0T, |.'|:. ENNg N SI0Ng, Prunary
hues vaa b i;:llll:. I.:-.|'!|L'|'|I'.'-\.! campets and
cushone of Arying shades of red.
The |i'!'-r.||.l.. on the same foor, s al-

most leached of color, a -'.||||l:|ll|'|'| ol

whites and grays. The room 15 anchored
by a ||1=\.|||.|.:. Hll‘.l‘.-—\.l"-l'l'lf."-l-:..-:. with mar
at one ume used in
i French pharmacy and found in the
of Uzés. The apoth
ecary jars that must have once crowded

bleized columns

Provencal town

ghelves have Fiven way oo ancient,
leather-bownd volumes and Roman busts,
A plage-encased model of an 18th-centary
A i lel of an 18 ]
purchased at the New York Ar-
is quintessentially Kog. He

hageny
miary Shomw

has a great enthusizsm bor convevances ol

The hall’s restored double
staircase, with its
carved wood balustrade,
1s a showstopper.

all kinds: there are diminutive versions
off a'::||1a and other means of transport in
UMOST EVETY MM
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as, say, the antique schooner that hangs
over Kogs hed in the master Bedroom
"He clutters too much,” Ther complains.
" I. |1l\.'!l\.' = | o<

model of 2 vel-

] g0 Crazy sther obyjects
of contention, including a
that Ther relegates
closet each ome she visits. lts mev-
“1% -q, don't AETSE
“Barbara
| rake

low Auseralian rax
Ec
er out of sight for long
fully,” Kog says with a smile,
|'|_:|':|_.,, |_||_|l;[|;,'.'. ".Il.]'l_'rl '\-.I‘Il'l'\- |1I:'Il:'.
some of it away. But after she goes, 1 put

it back out again.”

ON THE BAJA COAST

comtrued 2

tally covered with a palapa, and a fully
equipped outdoor bar was pat in, complete
with a commercial- barbecue, sink,
ice maker, mini-refrigerator and stave-of-
the-art sound system, as well as a fire pit.
In the evening, guests like to dine at a 10-
foot-long mesquite-wood table under the
palapa. “It’sﬂuhﬁtphmtumjuyﬂr:ﬁr:w
and the stars,”

When the couple Fududem']]:r-
tuga, the dining area still had a glass-and-
iron table. SPI designed an oak rable with
a white Corian insert that matches the
kitchen countertops. Ten woven-leather-
and-wood dining chairs encircle it. The
kitchen was opened to the dining area and

renovated. With the living area
rocks exorcised, the built-in croular sofa
was reshaped and extended. The orig-
inal wond-framed windows in bath the
dining and living areas were replaced with

“The site alone was worth
the purchase price,”
according to Palevsky.

white aluminum-framed floor-to-ceiling
doors and windows that create 3 seamless
connecton between the indoors and the
pool area. A new skylight gives the living
area more natural light.

Throughout the house, hollow-core
white-painted doors were replaced by ma-
hogany doors stained espresso; clunky-
looking ceiling fans made way for sleek
rattan ones; and six-inch recessed can
lighlsmmpﬂudr.d by four-inch ver-

sions. The pair soonces for the
baths consisting of Lucite bases and glass
hurricane covers, with an electrified candle
at the center of each. In the baths, three-
and four-foot-high wax pillar candles cast
romantic shadows on the walls.

The Palevskys and Sarah Shetter were
at Casa Tormuga over Christmas and New
Years with assorted family members and
friends, including a woman from Iraly, wheo
pre and served a five-course pasta
dinner. “The holidays were my first time
here when I wasn't working, and it was
grear,” Shetrer says. “I got to appreciate
the house as a visitor, see the way it was
used when it was filled with people and
enjoy the ocean without the background
noises of 15 subcontractors.” O



